VESDA Customer Success Story

Chemical Plant in Qatar

“I’ve been working in the fire protection industry and with
aspirating smoke detection (ASD) for more than 30 years.
VESDA is the benchmark for ASD.”
— Larry Owen,
International Project Director,
Dooley Tackaberry, Inc.

A chemical company in the Middle Eastern country of Qatar required a fire
detection solution that would work successfully in its 750,000-square-foot facility
under harsh environmental conditions. Temperatures and humidity vary with
conditions ranging from 120 degrees bone dry during the day to intense fog
during the evening since the facility is close to the ocean. Because of large
overhead doors, a significant amount of sand from the surrounding desert also
was a consideration. The company has to use a street sweeper to keep the floors
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However, maintenance was the primary factor in selecting a fire detection system.

• Simplified installation and
ongoing maintenance

With ceilings at more than 40 feet high, installation and ongoing maintenance
would be difficult especially if spot detectors were used. More than 800 would be
required to protect the facility, which includes manufacturing and high-rack
storage areas. “Because installation and maintenance would be a major task, I
thought we needed to look at a better solution than traditional spot detectors,”
explains Larry Owen, International Project Director, Dooley Tackaberry, Inc.

• Central, networked
monitoring
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That’s why Dooley Tackaberry recommended VESDA by Xtralis very early
warning aspirating smoke detection (ASD). VESDA continuously samples the air
for even the smallest particles of smoke so a fire can be detected at the earliest
stage, providing time to investigate an alarm and initiate an appropriate response
to prevent injury, property damage or business disruption.
With each VESDLA VLP able to provide 20,000 square feet of coverage, less than
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Finally, all the VESDA VLPs deployed in the chemical facility were networked with
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units on a daisy-chained loop. It enables units to be programmed together from
one or more locations and automatically detects communication failures. “Having
the [VESDA] detectors networked enabled us to see the whole facility from one
place and monitor performance,” Owen says.
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